MEN OF POWER
with the accomplishing of it now, she should first send
for her children; which she did. When the rest of her
daughters were come, I asked both of them and her
sons-in-law if they had anything against it, or for it;
and they all severally expressed their satisfactions
therein.
The wedding took place after the manner already es-
tablished by the Society of Friends and without benefit
of clergy.    This consisted in the publication of the
marriage banns (that is, the announcements of the ap-
proaching marriage)  and then, after due time, both
parties rising in a regular Meeting of the Friends to
declare their affection for each other and their purpose
of establishing a home.    Fox imagined this to have
been the form of marriage used by Adam and Eve!
A judge in 1661  (without accepting the Adam and
Eve argument, however)  had accepted the form as
valid, deciding that it is the consent of the parties
that makes a marriage.    The Quakers'  sincerity in
words spoken and the testimony of witnesses was con-
sidered sufficient to satisfy all other demands of the
law.   Although they were happily married for twenty-
one years, Fox and Margaret lived together only five
years; the rest of the time he spent in his travels over
the country and in Holland, Germany, and America,
looking after "the Seed/* or in jail    He wrote her
affectionate letters  (couched in the religious termin-
ology which had become a part of himself) addressing
her as "Dear Heart/'   She, in turn, shouldered much
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